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Opening the Fountain of Blessings Through Thanksgiving

Memorization Verses: “ Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with
praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name. ®For the Lord is good; His
mercy is everlasting, and His truth endures to all generations. (Ps 100:4-5 NKJV)

1. The extent of one’s joy and blessings are directly proportional to the degree of
thanksgiving
% A person who does not know how to give thanks cannot have true joy.
— 'The magnitude of joy is absolutely proportional to the degree of gratitude.'
(John Darby)
* Thanksgiving is to uncover the fountain of joy, allowing one to receive greater
grace and more blessings: 'Grace upon grace.'
2. Thanksgiving reveals one’s faith (relationship with God) and the maturity of their
spiritual life
¢ True faith inevitably leads to thanksgiving toward God, and the degree of
thanksgiving is directly proportional to the magnitude of one's faith.
% “3-D Thanksgiving" expresses different levels of gratitude toward God—from
"knowing grace," to "being thankful," to "glorifying God."
a. Interms of length: "Be vigilant with Thanksgiving" (Col 4:2 NKJV) — know how
to give thanks, learning not to take grace for granted
i. Thanksgiving needs to be deliberately cultivated and practiced with
heart.
“..forl have learned in whatever state | am, to be content (Phil 4:11
NKJV)
ii. Thanksgiving should be "at all times," "promptly," and "genuine."
iii. Have a heart of thanksgiving, speak words of thanksgiving, and perform
acts of thanksgiving
b. Interms of breadth: "in everything give thanks" (1 Thess 5:18 NKJV) — never
forget to give thanks: count the Lord's blessings, one by one.

Rejoice always, ' pray without ceasing, '®in everything give thanks; for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. (1 Thess 5:16-18 NKJV)

7 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through Him. (Col 3:17 NKJV)

c. Interms of height: Offering up the sacrifices of thanksgiving—for the purpose
of "glorifying God."
“The one who offers thanksgiving as his sacrifice glorifies me” (Psalm 50:23
ESV)



